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1. Welcome – Bridget Shears, Utah Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Commission

2. Health – Dr. Krow Ampofo, University of Utah Health

3. Legislature – Rep. Sandra Hollins, Utah House of Representatives

4. Faith – Dr. Amadou Niang, Utah Muslim Civic League

5. Faith – Rev. Dr. Oscar T. Moses, Calvary Baptist Church

6. MCA Resources – Claudia Loayza, Utah Division of Multicultural Affairs

7. Q&A Session – Bridget Shears, Utah Martin Luther King Jr. Human Rights Commission

AGENDA



Bridget Shears
Utah mlk commission

Moderator

multicultural.utah.gov/mlk

https://multicultural.utah.gov/mlk/


Dr. Krow Ampofo
University of Utah Health 
krow.ampofo@hsc.utah.edu 

health

healthcare.utah.edu

HEALTH

https://healthcare.utah.edu/
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https://www.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/index.html




https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/


https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/


https://coronavirus.utah.gov/case-counts/




•

•
•
•
•

•

•
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Rep. sandra hollins
Utah house of representatives
shollins@le.utah.gov 

house.utah.gov

Legislature

https://house.utah.gov/


BLACK TOWN HALL COVID-19 

Rep. Sandra Hollins, L.C.S.W.

Utah House of Representatives



HOW BLACKS ARE VULNERABLE TO 
COVID-19

*Inequality with access to health care

*More likely to not have insurance

*Rely on jobs that require us to go to work and risk exposure

*Less likely to have a savings to act as a buffer

*Overrepresented in many of the low-wage jobs 



MENTAL HEALTH

• *Keep in contact with love ones

• * Have a daily routine

• *Minimize newsfeeds

• *Continue taking mental health meds and checking in with therapist 

• * Practice self-care



GUIDELINES

• *Face coverings worn in public settings where other 
social distancing measures are difficult to maintain

• *Restaurants are open for dine-in services with strict 
requirements 

• *High-contact businesses can operate under strict 
protocols 

• https://coronavirus-download.utah.gov/Health/Phased
%20Health%20Guidelines%20V3.pdf



REP. SANDRA HOLLINS, L.C.S.W.

• Utah House of Representatives

• Shollins@le.Utah.gov

• https://coronavirus-download.utah.gov/Health/Phased%20Health%20Guideli
nes%20V3.pdf

• https://coronavirus.utah.gov/

mailto:Shollins@le.Utah.gov
https://coronavirus-download.utah.gov/Health/Phased%20Health%20Guidelines%20V3.pdf
https://coronavirus-download.utah.gov/Health/Phased%20Health%20Guidelines%20V3.pdf
https://coronavirus.utah.gov/


dr. amadou niang
Utah muslim civic league
niangam2@yahoo.com

utahmcl.com

FAITH

https://www.utahmcl.com/


COVID 19 – Impact on 
the African and African 
American Muslim 
Communities in Utah
Amadou Niang, PhD
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RACIAL DISPARITIES

Nation
•Black Americans 

represent 13.4% of the 
American population

•Counties with higher 
black populations 
account for 52% of all 
Covid-19 cases

•58% of the deaths

Utah
•Data not 

disaggregated in Utah 
as of April 2020 

•Experts estimate that 
racial minorities make 
up 40% of the COVID – 
19 Cases 



Contos
o

Pharmaceuticals

COVID - 19 IMPACT PER SECTOR

EDUCATION
• Challenges with 

online schooling
• Limited awareness 

of special services
• Reliance on 

traditional support 
system

RESOURCES
 Availability
• DWS/RETC
• Agencies
• Housing/Transit 

Issues
• Limited Access
• Coordination 

COMMUNITY 
NETWORKS

• Mosques
• RCBOs/ICOs
• Leaders
• Ethnic businesses
• Extended 

families
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WHAT IS NEEDED
• Better collaboration between structures
• Better communication  

CCC

Schools
• Work with service providers and 

ethnic communities 

Agencies

• Involve community 
leaders

• Hire Community health 
workers

Communities 
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WHAT IS WORKING

•Suspension of group prayers and activities 
•Support through mosques
•Virtual religious and spiritual teaching 
•RETC collaboration with RCBOs
•Community leaders support 
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Thank You



Rev. dr. oscar t. moses
Calvary baptist church
pastormoses@calvaryslc.com

calvaryslc.com

FAITH

https://calvaryslc.com/


Rev. Dr. Oscar T. Moses

African American Faith 
And The 

COVID -19 Pandemic
African American Town Hall Meeting





“The coronavirus pandemic is 
more lethal and spreading far 
faster among communities of 
color in Utah — with minorities 
being infected, hospitalized and 
killed at higher rates per capita 
than the state’s predominantly 
white population.”

Courtney Tanner
Salt Lake City Tribune



A study by the Pew Research Center found that 56 
percent of those attending historically black 
churches said their faith has grown stronger as a 
result of the coronavirus pandemic. 



FAITH
Faith denotes a set 
of internalized 
beliefs unseen and 
intangible that 
creates the lens or 
worldview in 
which one views 
life. 

Dr. Oscar T. Moses



The Relevant 
Question

What Is The Role Of 

Faith In African 

Americans 

Communities During 

COVID -19?



1. Faith Connects - Faith Connects One To A Higher Power

2. Faith Causes - Faith Causes One To Think About What’s Really 

Important

3. Faith Cultivates - Faith Cultivates and Shapes Our Value 

System

4. Faith Creates  - Faith Creates The Atmosphere of Expectation 

(Hope).

The 4 C’s of 
Faith



Faith Connects Us To 
God



Faith Causes One To Draw Close To God In Difficult 
Times



Faith Cultivates Our Value System



Faith Creates The Atmosphere For Hope



Hopelessness is fostered through 
spiritual apathy, which 
disconnects one from the 
possibilities of God’s providential 
involvement.

 



Hopelessness 
emerges when there 
are no life options to 

counter life 
inequities.





Hope
The Insubordinate Endurance To 

Remain Defiant & Rebellious 
Against The Face Of Despair.



The 
Challenge



Change The Discussion Within African 
American Communities To Establish 

Family Values Systems



Change The Discussion With Law 
Makers To Demand Equal Distribution To 

All People



Change The Discussion Within The 
Church To Foster Hope By

Creating Christian Family Value Systems







Claudia Loayza
UTah Division of Multicultural Affairs
cloayza@utah.gov

MCa Resources

multicultural.utah.gov

MCA RESOURCES

https://multicultural.utah.gov/


questions?
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Thank you!

http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

